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Message From the Pastor - (

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie - ’ #
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by A

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, The everlasting Light

A
The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight l

The *hopes and fears..' Those words strike my heart: *hopes
and fears.." express this human life. During this holy season
of Advent, the four weeks before Christmas, we are
reminded that we are people who wait. Waiting can be difficult.

Some wait for life to improve: a new job, a new home, a new baby.

Waiting can tax our patience but there is always hope: hopes and fears...

Some wait for answers: a medical diagnosis, a missing person, a light at the end of the
tunnel. Waiting can be a trial, as we are uncertain about the outcome: hopes and fears...
Some for pain and worry to come to an end.. but what do we have? hopes and fears...
Waiting is the key word of Advent.. we are people who wait, juggling hopes and fears...

©
m

During Advent the church looks to our past: the Old Testament prophets comforted a people
exhausted from war and bloodshed with the promise that God offers new hope, a new
covenant, a new shepherd, a new king. That promise was fulfilled in the life, death and
resurrection of God’s only Son, Jesus Christ. As we look to the past, we are filled with hope,
as we know God always keeps His promises to his people, and God’s love washes away our
fears....

During Advent, the Church looks to the present time: although we affirm our baptismal
covenant that washed us into the Church and into Christ, we often strive when our faith is
tested by life. Yet, because Christ’s promise is ours, we move forward knowing God keeps his
promises. ‘The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight...” Our beloved
Christmas hymns give voice to our deepest yearnings about life: the promise that Jesus
gathers us all up in his arms, even our hopes and fears..
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During Advent, the Church looks to the future, the promise of Jesus to come again, to come
to this life, to this humanity, to this world made and blessed by God’s loving hands, comes in
a future time we cannot know, so we anticipate His coming in faith....

This season there are often so many demands on our time and resource. There is so much to
be done, and limited time to do it all. Worship as The Church is the priority: worship, prayer,
song, Word, and Jesus’ presence in the sacrament of Holy Communion are gifts the world
cannot give. Worship with Redeemer Church will enrich your faith, and bless you as the New
Year sets your feet on a new path. Bless you this Holy Season, and may your life bless others!

See you in Church,
Pastor Donna T. Deal

Fleece Blanket Workshop Report

Sunday, October 16, was just an outstanding start to
Sunday Church School. Utilizing the library, confirmation
room, art room, and Fellowship Hall, approximately 60
people set about completing 32 fleece blankets kits. The
blankets had been cut to size and the segments that would
be tied were also prepared. Neither the members of
Mission Ministry nor Education Ministry ever expected that
we would be able to complete the goal. The outpouring of
support from members young and old was just amazing!

What proved to be even more surprising was that the goal was completed in 45 minutes.
While we were not going for a Guinness Book of Records that morning, we did know that to
complete the kits in the required time was quite an undertaking. Discussions had taken place
as to who would take some of the kits home in order to complete them. That proved to be
totally unnecessary as we completed all of the kits that morning. God surely does work in
mysterious ways!

Special thanks to Pat and Dick Gardner for delivering the fleece blankets to the Sixth Street
Shelter. At present there are 65 children living at the Shelter. These blankets are certain to
bring comfort to children in need.

Undertakings such as these are just a few of the ways in which we strive to "Move Redeemer
Forward”. Thank you, Redeemer Family, for your support, both physical and financial, of

these projects ,for we all know that it does take the whole church!
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Advent/Christmas Worship Schedule
Prepare...

First Sunday of Advent
6:00 p.m. Saturday November 26 — Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. Sunday November 27 — Holy Communion

Second Sunday of Advent
6:00 p.m. Saturday December 3 — Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. Sunday December 4 — Holy Communion

Advent Vespers: Lessons and Evening Prayer
6:00 p.m. Saturday December 10 — no Holy Communion
Confirmands and Choir lead an evening prayer service of darkness and
light, seasonal music, and scrcipture readings. Wine and Cheese
Reception afterwards in the narthex.

Third Sunday of Advent
10:15 a.m. Sunday December 11 — Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday of Advent
6:00 p.m. Saturday December 17 — Holy Communion

10:15 a.m. Sunday December 18 — Sunday School Christmas Program & Holy Communion

...Rejoice!

Christmas Eve — Saturday December 24
3:45 p-m. — Instrumental Music
4:00 p.m. — Christmas Family Worship with Holy Communion
7:30 p.m. —Brass, Organ, and Vocal Prelude Music
8:00 p.m. — The Nativity of Our Lord Festival Worship: Candlelight,
Carols, and Holy Communion

Christmas Day
10:15 a.m. Sunday December 25 — Lessons, Carols, & Holy Communion
There will be no Sunday Church School

New Year's Eve
6:00 p.m. Saturday December 31— New Year's Eve Liturgy & Holy
Communion

New Year's Day
10:15 a.m. Sunday January 1 — Name of Jesus — Holy Communion
There will be no Sunday Church School
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Calling All Instrumentalists!

Instrumentalists of all ages are invited to play prelude music prior
to the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Family Worship on Christmas Eve. If
you would like to participate, please call the church office at 610-
434-1291, or speak directly to Martha Taremae.

Childrenés Book Donat.

There is a box in the narthex for donations of gently used children’s books. AAUW will place
these books in the Lehigh Valley Public Assistance office at 7" & Walnut in downtown
Allentown. A child up to age 14 whose family is on public assistance may take home a book
free of charge. Thank you for supporting this ongoing program. Please call Lois Nowack at
610-799-4640 with any questions.

Redeemer Quilts News

A car filled with 55 quilts travelled to Ephrata, Pa., where they were
transferred to a large tractor trailer. Our quilts, along with many
more from other congregations ,were transported to the Lutheran
World Relief depot center in New Windsor, MD. They are (or soon
will be) on their way to disaster areas or other places of great need.

The Women's Christian Action group (the "quilters") gathers on the second Wednesday
morning of each month to work together. A quilt is started by laying out layers of 60" by 80"
fabric pieces, followed by sewing them together, and then knotting to complete the
process. A bigthank you to this dedicated and faithful group. Additional volunteers are
always welcome to help.

The making of quilts depends on donations of bed sheets or other large fabric pieces. Thank
you to the many who donated sheets recently---flannel or cotton---used to make these
colorful and warm covers for the many places of need. Members might help by spreading the
word to friends or neighbors.

In December, thirty more quilts will be donated to Pathways, an arm of the Lehigh
Conference of Churches, for use in their homeless or other local ministries.
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It Takes the Whole Church!
Adopt -A-Classroom

Our Adopt-A-Classroom venture has proven to be a busy,
exhilarating, and rewarding time for the folks here at
Redeemer as well as the Kindergarten class of Miriam Chaiko
at Muhlenberg Elementary School!

Beginning with Rally Day (September 11), while keeping the
concept of “"God’s Work, Our Hands"” as the paramount
theme, our Sunday School members prepared a gallon bag
for each and every student in Mrs. Chaiko's classroom. These
bags were to be taken home so students would have
necessary materials to complete homework assignments.
Each bag was filled with five pencils, two erasers, three EImer’s glue sticks, a blunt tipped
scissors, a pack of colored pencils, and a pack of crayons, along with two beginner reading
books. Each gallon bag was then placed inside a Dr. Seuss reading bag. In addition to the
bags. Mrs. Chaiko was also given an abundance of paper towels, tissues, and classroom
wipes. (The watercolor packs were kept in the classroom for use on schoolwork.)

On Wednesday, September 21, Pastor Donna, Dottie Beazley, Dottie Dilliard, Mary Richards,
and Cyndy Hillegass had the distinct pleasure of distributing these bags to the
Kindergartners. Numerous parents were also in attendance during the afternoon
presentations.

What a delight it was to see the joy on the faces of the children in Mrs. Chaiko's classroom
and to hear those enthusiastic voices when the class was presented with their *homework”
bags!

Mrs. Chaiko stated the name of each student who came forward and was then given his/her
bag. The bag was immediately placed in the student’s backpack. There was such pride on the
faces of the little ones as they selected their Dr. Seuss bag filled with the “goodies.” Mary
Richards read the children a story and then Pastor Deal led us as we sang several songs with
motions. Who knew that Kindergartners could have so much energy!

Our Adopt-A-Classroom collaboration continues as Jane Helwig, Mary Richards, Erica
Dreabit, Dottie Dilliard, and Cyndy Hillegass volunteer in Mrs. Chaiko’s classroom. In order
for these ladies to volunteer they had to have Child Abuse clearances, State Police
clearances, a TB test, and FBI fingerprinting completed. Their assistance in the classroom
may take the form of preparing work pages for the children, assisting with learning centers,
or reviewing sight words with the children.
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Reverse Advent Calendar 2016

The word ‘*ADVENTOmeans ‘coming’ as in ‘the Lord is coming.’ Advent is a time of
preparation for the Lord’s appearance. We mark time in Advent, 28 days until the day
celebrating the birth of the Christ Child. Advent calendars have been used for years to help
mark the days of waiting. But what about passing the time with small gifts for someone in
need? This project is called ‘Reverse Advent Calendar.’ Every day a small gift is placed in a
good-sized adult cardboard shoe box. Every day you are mindful of someone who lives often
forgotten, often without the small things of life.

These boxes, when filled, are brought to one of Redeemer’s Christmas worship services. The
week between Christmas and New Year’s Day, the boxes will go to the Soup Kitchen at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church. They will be distributed to those who come to be fed as a New Year’s
promise of good will.

Below are some ideas: small items that make life easier, small joys. Pack one a day for 28

~ ~ - -

days, thenreturnthe boxes, x OAD DA A ET # br@ki&@ds AO DADPAO
Remember to include the small travel sizes of health products.

0l AAOA 1 AOE Uil 00 Al @ O AAOECIi AOA EZAZ OEA DO

xI 1 AT 8

Toothpaste Toothbrush Chapstick Roll on deodorant
Washcloth small towel hand wipes band-aides

Hand sanitizer granola bars tissue packets hand lotion
Shampoo socks gloves knitted hat

Scarf comb hair brush nail clipper

Q tips cough drops candy bar mints

Juice box tea bags pens pencils

Small calendar bar soap small notebook  coffee packets
Sugar packets cracker packets hot chocolate packets

shot box
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A Note from the Council President

Hello Everyone,

Once again, another year heads toward its close. We still have a marvelous season of Advent
and Christmas to look forward to, but let’s reflect on what a fantastic year 2016 has been for our
congregation. As is always our mission, the congregation continued to do what we do, and that’s bring
the Word to our community. But 2016 was not just another year of service, it was also a year in which
we paused to reflect on a rich history of worship in Allentown’s West End. Our celebrations reminded
us of who we are and offered us many great opportunities for worship and fellowship. What | also
learned in 2016 is that when we set our sights on something, as a congregation, we do a pretty great
job of making it happen, as was the case with our Anniversary Fund appeal. As of this writing, | am
happy to report that we have reached our goal of $30,000 to be spent toward accessibility
improvements! Thank you to everyone who helped in this effort. This was one of many great moments
of 2016. I'm so glad we decided to celebrate our 9o Anniversary this year and it gets me thinking,
“*What's next?”

As we march into 2017, with our anniversary celebration behind us, there is before us all a clean
slate. As we get back to our usual business after the year-end holidays, what do we wish to accomplish
in 20177 If I may be candid, I'm not entirely certain what that might be. | do know in 2017, the greater
Lutheran Church will be celebrating 500 yrs. of existence and I'm certain we will look for ways to join in
that celebration. | can also wager that our ministries will all be busy yet again this year. As a member of
our Outreach ministry, | can tell you that our group will be committed to finding new, creative ways of
sharing our blessings with our greater community. | know our Support and Fellowship ministries have
lots of projects and social events that will take many hands to accomplish. Our Education ministry will
be working very hard to make sure the kids and the adults are learning about Jesus and sharing their
gifts back with the Church. Our Worship and Mission teams will work diligently to ensure that we
celebrate God and practice that same Word we celebrate. These are all great things and they highlight
our dedication to Christ’s teachings, but what is that thing that we will all work towards together that
will help keep the momentum of the celebrations of 2016 moving into our future?

Here's what | do know. Collectively, we can and we will come up with something. Just as we
came together to throw a wonderful celebration of our church’s history and as we all pitched in to help
invest in some much needed improvements to our building’s accessibility, so too will we find a new
project worthy of our collective focus. In that same breath, the more people we have bringing their
thoughts and ideas to the table, the better that outcome will be. So as we head into 2017, the one
thing I would like to see is for us to keep trying to build an even better church than the one we already
are. | look forward to working with the ministries and the Council in 2017 to help bring new ideas to
life. | also would like to invite everyone who's able, who hasn’t stopped by our Fellowship Hall on the
first Tuesday night of a given month, to stop by and share your thoughts and ideas and get involved.
2016 was a great year in the history of our church, and | look forward to seeing what we can do
together in 2017 to build on that history. Until then, let’s all enjoy the closing moments of 2016 and
thank God for our many blessings.

See you around,

Bob Dreabit
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Shut -In Birthdays

November

11/1: Reniea Peters, Devon House Rm 110, Bevin Dr., Allentown, PA 18103
11/23: Lois Gerhart, 1337 W. Allen St., Apt. 410, Allentown, PA 18102
December

12/2: Helen Roth, Alexandria Manor, 313 S Walnut St., Bath, PA 18014

12/6: Gloria Wersley, Arden Courts, 5151 Hamilton Blvd., Allentown, PA 18106
12/7: John Beil, 1778 W Greenleaf St., Allentown, PA 18104-4130

12/22: Bill Ault, Sr., gog W. Tremont St., Whitehall, PA 18052-6928

January

1/8: Carolyn Crilley, 1440 N. 26th St., Allentown, PA 18104

1/18: Fern Brocious, Fellowship Manor, #203A, 3000 Fellowship Dr., Whitehall, PA 18052
February

2/15: Carmella Bell, 3230 Cambridge Circle, Allentown, PA 18104

2/24: Donna Stauffer, Phoebe Terrace #516, 1940 Turner St, Allentown, PA 18104

POI NSETTI A SPON®PABSHI T
Poinsettias, wreaths, and a Christr
Christmas season.
|l f you would |Ii ke to sponsor a poir
it in the offering pl atMomdayw,etedetne
The poinsetflDaOpl amgybemntrea money from the
defray the cost of other Christmas ador nme
PLEASE PRI NT
ln loving memory of _ ']
or
/l'n honor of ]
Name of person(s) ordering plant _ |

Foll owing our Christmas Worship Ser
shared with @ouwr meimblranaorshvut h those re
PLEASE NOTHer e will be no plants avail abl
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Advent Pancake Breakfast &
Crafts with Saint Nicholas

As part of your Advent journey, you are invited to the annual Advent
Pancake Breakfast and Crafts on Saturday, December 3rd, from g A.M. to
11:30 A.M. The breakfast menu includes pancakes, eggs, sausage, juice and
coffee. The schedule:

1 Breakfast from g to 10:30 A.M.  Crafts for the children from g9:45to 11 A.M.
1 Craft for adults to share with our shut-in members
1 Visit with St. Nicholas in the sanctuary from 11 to 11:30 A.M.

Please complete this reservation form (also available in the narthex) and place it in the
reservation box or return to the church office by Sunday, Nov.27th.

In keeping with our Child Protection Policy, those adults assisting with the crafts must have their

clearances. If you can assist with baking, help in the kitchen or help with clean up, please sign-up
on the Fellowship Bulletin Board.

2016 ADVENT PANCAKE BREAKFAST &
Pancd&aewssiaEggeg €of T 2wei c e

Satunbegember 3rd from 9 to 11
Br eaksfeacesvted from 9 to 10: 30 A
Crafose children from 9: 45 to

Visit withi BStth&Nisadaotasary from 1

Number of adul tBNumbeéendfnghil dren attending:

Name & Age of Each Chil d:

Pl ease return thSsnflagm Novéembechfv?
(A plate will be availldblod fatriilge )c
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Fellowship Ministry Request

Fellowship Ministry is looking for TWO turkeys to be used for the meal
on November 29, 2016 at Daybreak. Please bring them to the church no
later than November 20, 2016. Thank you for your help.

Winter 2016

SCS Dates & Food Bank Collection

Nov. 20 —SCS children sing during 10:15 worship

December 3 — Advent Breakfast and Crafts (9-11:30 A.M.)
December 11 & 18 @ 9 A.M. — Rehearsal for Children’s SCS Christmas Program

December 18 @ 10:15 — SCS Christmas Program
December 25 and Jan.1 —No SCS

Our Sunday Church School children will be collecting the following needed items for the
Food Bank. We invite the congregation to support our mission by bringing either the
designated food item or any non-perishable food item to share with those less fortunate.
You can place your donation in the wagon in the narthex.

November — peanut butter & jelly
December - canned stew or hearty soup

January - breakfast cereal , instant oatmeal, biscuit mix
February — canned beans, canned vegetables, herbs & spices

Sexton Needed

Redeemer Church has an immediate opening for a Sexton. This position is part

time and requires approximately 16 hours per week. Weekend hours are not
required unless special church functions such as weddings or funerals are
scheduled. Previous experience is helpful but not required. A complete job
description is available through the church office at 610-434-1291 or can be sent
by email contacting Craig Long at chief41@enter.net.

Explore More Online

Redeemer 6s Of f

http://www.redeemerallentown.org
redeemerl@rcn.com

Find us on Facebook at
facebook.com/redeemerallentown

~
-

e ELCA Web Sli

www.elca.org
for information about our national church

NE PA Synod
www.godslove.org OR www.nepasynod.org
for information about our synod
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